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Q. How do you handle the ups and downs of 
business? 
Staying open to change is the only mindset to have 
when you are in business if you ask me. 
Sometimes things you never imagine happen – 
like COVID 19. But you just must reinvent the way 
you work and somehow figure out a way to service 
your customers, come what may. 
Another big change we had faced was 
digitalization. We opened online orders and that 
really took off. So now, we are opening fulfilment 
centers in various parts of the country to enable us 
to deliver our products at the shortest time 
possible.  

Q. Where is KENTER Cables headed in the next few 
years? 
Expansion is our internal goal. We have just 
commenced manufacturing of AAAC, AAC and 
ACSR Conductor in our latest manufacturing unit. 
We currently have an installed capacity of 
producing 61500 km of cables per annum and 
gauging the growing demand, we have planned to 
expand our capacity by 3X in conductor 
manufacturing. Simultaneously there is surge in 
the demand for HT Cables of 11KV, 22KV and 33KV 
for which we're working on a dedicated 
manufacturing unit with installed capacity up to 
66KV Cables.

Q. What guidance do you have for young business 
people?
India is already a reliable country for many 
business sectors and has the workforce and 
resources to be among the top 10 countries in the 
world for manufacturing over the next few years. 
By 2030 India is projected to export goods worth 
$1 trillion. So now is the time, to think big and start 
working with a clear vision in mind.  Never cut 
costs during R&D, and always look at new 
technology adoption costs as an opportunity cost. 
While new technology comes with a cost, when 
you consider the opportunity cost, technology will 
always overtake finance. 

Q. Could you tell us a bit about what you enjoy when 

you are not working?  
Travel, Cultural Preservation and working towards 
Sustainability. 
I really enjoy seeing new places, experiencing new 
cultures both in India and across the world. I feel it is 
one of life's greatest teachers. Travel helps you build a 
good foundation at a personal level and opens your 
perspective towards various aspects in life.  
I'm also very interested in our Indian culture and 
heritage. Over the past decade I've had the incredible 
opportunity to be associated with R&D for the 
preservation and printing of Indian Manuscripts that 
are 2500 years old, on papers which will have a shelf 
life of nearly 500 years.
Living a more sustainable life – avoiding single use 
plastic, trying to lead an eco-friendly life is something 
that brings me great joy. This mindset also of course 
percolates into business where one of our key goals is 
to transfer our industry norms of using wooden drums 
to use Iron drums – it's better for the environment and 
ultimately better for our children.  

contd. page from 36

KENTER Cables makes waves while entering 
thits 30  year in the industry

The Central Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (CERC) has approved Hindustan 
Power Exchange's (HPX) request for the 
inclusion of hydropower contracts in the green 
term-ahead market (GTAM) exceeding T+11 
days.

The commission instructed HPX to include 
the necessary clauses in its by-laws, business 
rules, and regulations and submit them to the 
commission within two weeks. HPX had sought 
CERC's approval to introduce hydropower 
contracts in green contingency, GTAM 
contracts, and long-duration contracts (daily, 
weekly, monthly, and any day) in TAM and 
GTAM contracts, to help obligated parties 
comply with their hydropower purchase 
obligations (HPOs). Earlier in February 2022, 
CERC had approved hydropower contracts in 
GTAM on the Indian Energy Exchange (IEX).

CERC approves HPX's plea 
to include hydropower 
contracts in GTAM
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hopping is such a passion that shoppers of 
all ages can be seen crowding malls and Sshopping arcades 24x7. The elderly, the 

infirm and the toddlers are all there. So how safe are 
they from physical hurt in case something goes 
wrong?

In enclosed public spaces such as shopping malls 
or arcades National Building Code (NBC) has certain 
safety protocols which are non-negotiable. Licenses 
and permits can only be issued after due diligence and 
minute inspection of safety protocols. Dumping stuff 
and blocking exits or allowing the locks to rust so that 
the door does not open in the critical moments of fire 
or stampede or blackout emergencies, is a strict No-
No. Safety exit doors and pre-decided congregation 
venues in emergency situations need to be usable and 
available 24x7. 

Many of us have seen how a slip on a staircase has 
altered the storyline in Bollywood films. In fact, the 
treacherous staircase often becomes the main villain. 
Prolite has written an original script where the 
villainous staircase has a change of heart and 
becomes a hero for everyone. No slips, no skids, no 
falls and no injuries.

Enclosed shopping arcades, buildings or spaces 
also see huge footfalls and so the staircases need 
special safety add-ons besides conventional signs and 
directional signs. Prolite, the unchallenged leader in 
safe exigency and escape route solutions, has devised 
a product range to make the staircase a safer option 
and a better one too. Staircase Nosing is an all-
purpose stair safety product which provides a finely 
corrugated and serrated surface to avoid skidding and 
a photoluminescent band to light up the steps in pitch 
darkness.  This nosing can cover the periphery of the 
step end-to-end and give it a metal cover so that it 
cannot break either at the edges or anywhere along 
the periphery.

In darkness or poor light, the staircase will stand 
illuminated all along, covering the length and breadth 
of each step to outline the steps and allow easy 
movement in zero visibility. An all-encompassing 
Illumination and fall safety solution which only 
Prolite's stair safety product range provides is the best 
any market place can have. 

Prolite has a specific range of lift and elevator 
signages that make it safer for people who go 
shopping in malls and enclosed market places. They 

also manufacture portable tower lights for maintenance 
of escalators and elevators. For escalators specifically, 
Prolite manufactures signages and emergency lights for 
the ceiling. Besides all that, the company has also 
introduced one of the sleekest Emergency lights meant 
for the lift cabin.

Prolite's products conform strictly to the codes and 
are ideal for installation in such spaces. Prolite's EXIT 
signs are most helpful as are the photoluminescent signs 
and lights that illuminate safety tools like fire 
extinguisher and alarm button so that they become 
instantly visible in pitch darkness or smoke haze 
conditions.

So, if safety of shoppers is your plight, you just got to 
get it right, play it safe, get Prolite.

Prolite's Elegante series of products can be described 
as the world's first self-contained Emergency way finding 
lighting solution ideally suited for Airports, Railway 
stations, Metro stations, Resorts, housing complexes, 
Ports or even normal roadsides where people require 
directions in darkness or poorly lit conditions. Elegante 
signs can be customized to any size as per the 
requirement and come in four broadly different types. 
Viz. single sided fixed fascia, double sided fixed fascia, 
single sided openable fascia and double-sided openable 
fascia. The openable models allow for easy maintenance 
without dislodging the product from its existing location.

PROLITE offers in its evacuation plan signage which 
would light up brightly in case of power failure or even 
pitch darkness and provide a simple and clear roadmap 
of the premises for people to follow and proceed swiftly 
to safety. 

Ceiling Mounted Escape Lights are emergency lights 
with a little twist. These are designed to illuminate 
passageways or tunnels comprehensively taking up 
minimum space and consuming comparatively less 
power than the conventional varieties of emergency 
lights. They can be of 1 watt and up to 3 Watt capacity 
lights which are useful in shops, offices, restaurants or 
any commercial establishment. Non photoluminescent 
signages will disappear when darkness falls but with 
ceiling mounted light support, people will be able to see 
and read the signs even in pitch darkness. With lesser 
wattage, the bills will reduce too. So, it makes sense to 
include them in exigency plans for best output and 
results.

IS 'SAFETY FOR SHOPPERS' A 
PRIORITY FOR THE SHOPS?
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A key part of electrical power distribution is the 
bus duct. Also called busway, bus duct provides an 
alternative means of conducting electricity. Bus duct 
is used in commercial and industrial settings to 
conduct electricity to power cables or cable bus. 
Structurally, a bus duct is a sheet metal duct 
containing either aluminum or copper busbars 
(metallic strips or bars that conduct a substantial 
electrical current) in a grounded metal enclosure. 
Bus duct is easy to maintain and flexible, helping to 
accommodate changing load requirements.

Busway was first introduced in 1932 for use in 
the automotive 
industry. Since 
then this product 
has grown and 
now serves many 
other industries.

Bus duct can 
be installed in 
most applications 
where cable or 
conduit would 
normally be used. 
Many people 
believe bus duct 
only serves high-
amperage applications. This is a 
misconception–busway can provide a high degree of 
efficiency for both low- and high-amperage 
situations. Bus duct systems are manufactured 
ranging from 100A to 6500A. Some low-amperage 
applications could be high-tech companies, like 
computer manufacturers. High-amperage busway 
systems are required by heavy assembly industries 
like automotive.

Busway is also versatile. Thanks to developments 
like elbows and offsets, bus duct offers a lot of layout 

flexibility, like adapting to directional changes. Tap-off 
units or new sections can easily help meet load 
changes. There are some cases, however, where cable 
and conduit are the appropriate option. For example, 
bus duct cannot be installed where it's subject to 
corrosive vapors.

When ordering a bus duct for a specific application, 
it's imperative that you plan ahead. EC&M 
recommends paying particular attention to 
dimensions. Note any bends, columns, floor elevation 
changes or other route information. Develop sketches 
of the route the bus duct must follow. The 

manufacturer 
can use this 
information to 
develop final 
layout drawings. 
For any 
uncomplicated 
installations, 
standard bus 
duct can be 
ordered from 
the inventory 
stock.

Top-quality 
electrical gear is 

incredibly important for the safety of both the 
electricians installing it and the personnel working in 
the building where it's used. Current Midwest has a 
large inventory of bus duct and plugs, both current 
and obsolete models, as well as reconditioned used 
products. We supply products manufactured by Square 
D, ITE, Bulldog, GE, Cutler-Hammer and Siemens. Any 
used bus duct or plug we offer has been thoroughly 
reconditioned by our highly-trained staff; all of our 
reconditioned equipment comes with a three-year 
warranty.

Bus 
Duct 
Basics
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Q. You are in the market since last 40 years. 
Please give details of your company from the date 
of foundation till today with ups & downs, 
milestones and achievements.

 KUSAM-MECO is a four decade old company 
in the field of Electronic Test and Measuring 
Instruments. KUSAM-MECO pioneered the use of 
Digital Test and Measuring Instruments in India, way 
back in 1986.  At that time, analogue instruments 
were being used, and it was an uphill task to change 
the habits of the users, from analogue to digital 
instruments. Customers had all types of 
apprehensions about the Digital Instruments, their 
usage, life and service availability of Digital products 
in India. Due to our hard work in convincing the 
customers to change over from the analogue 
instruments to digital instruments, we were able to 
break the mental barriers of the users. Slowly and 
slowly the customers began to use the digital 
instruments, and due to the good quality and 
services provided by us, we achieved success after 
success. Once the mental barrier was overcome, and 
customers accepted the digital instruments, we 
added more and more instruments in our range, 
thereby pioneering the use of digital instruments in 
India. It was no doubt an uphill task to break the 
perceptions of the customers who were difficult in 
changing their mindsets. Today, KUSAM-MECO 
enjoys a high respect in the Instruments segment in 
India and abroad. Over the years, we have added 
many many new products in our range.   

Q. You have been participating in every 
Elecrama. How is your experience? What are your 
expectations this year?

We are one of the oldest participants in 
Elecrama exhibitions.  Every year it is attracting more 
and more quality visitors, which give the exhibitors 
more value for money. It also gives an opportunity for 
the manufacturers in India, to display their capability in 
offering the products with latest technology. Elecrama 
now attracts visitors from over 30 countries in the 
world, which speaks volumes of the popularity and 
importance of this exhibition. By and large, we have 
had good experience in participating in these 
exhibitions. This year Elecrama will be held after three 
years and after the effects of the lockdown due to 
Covid. Hence, it will be a good exposition of the 
products that have been developed during this period, 
and will be offered to the customers in this exhibition. 

Q. How you ensure quality of your products? 
With Special reference to safety & Security?

At KUSAM-MECO, Quality and Safety have the 
topmost priority. Each and every instrument is tested 
thoroughly before dispatch to the customers, thereby 
ensuring trouble-free service to the customers. 
Moreover, many of our instruments are “UL” listed 
with high safety surge protection of upto 12KV unlike 
instruments with 'CE' certification. No other 
manufacturer offers products with such high safety in 
India. This ensures that both the user and the 
instrument are safe. 

We pioneered the use 
of Digital Instruments 
in India.

Navin Goliya
Director
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th99  Year of
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS' ASSOCIATION 

OF MAHARASHTRA (ECAM) 
The ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS' ASSOCIATION OF MAHARASHTRA, MUMBAI, 

has carved a niche for itself, in the annals of Electrical Contracting fraternity, by virtue 
of which, it has rightfully established its claim to be the foremost, perpetually reputed 
and the only one of its kind of  PIONEERING ASSOCIATION in the whole of India. 
E.C.A.M. now triumphantly marches into its centenary YEAR in January, 2024. In 
Continuation of the previous issue of IECT.

Government's decision to register electrical 
contractors and wiremen created a peculiar problem 
for all those who were in line. To record in the vivid 
words of Shri Natverial Ranchhodial Khambhati.

'They included numerous workers who could 
locate the most complicated electrical fault, could 
also wind the armature of a D. C.. Motor and yet, were 
not able to explain the cause of the fault, nor how the 
armature turned round".

"Should these persons", queried Shri 
Khambhat i ,  "who undoubtedly  had been 
instrumental in popularising electricity, be obliged to 
sit for an examination that Government proposed to 
conduct?" So, the status of such experienced, albeit, 
academically unqualified, electrical contractors and 
wiremen was at stake and their professional career 
was in grave peril.

The Association of Wiring Contractors, having 
now stepped in, to safeguard the interests of the 
practitioners of these professions, with its 
characteristic and forceful presentation of their case, 
in an able, pragmatic, and rational manner, was 
successful to prevail upon the Government to make an 
exception in case of those practitioners who had a 
minimum of 5 years experience in their respective 
spheres of specialisation. The Government acceded to 
a majority of the recommendations, duly and officially 
certified by us, then. This was the first conquest of the 
Association deservedly to be taken into account, 
when we are in the midst of our Platinum Jubilee Year.

The membership-fees in those early years 
were Rs. 10/- per mensem- i.e Rs. 120/- per year- quite 
a substantial amount compared to the purchasing 
power of the Indian Rupee in those Mid-Twenties. 

But, subsequently, they were reduced to Rs. 5/-, then Rs. 
3/- and even to Rs. 2/- when financial depression and 
economic recession had hit all the countries, of the world 
in late Twenties and early Thirties.

Initially, the Association had in its Managing 
Committee of 14 members. When the first President, Shri 
Kaishusru Sorabji Guzder, after serving 4 consecutive 
terms, relinquished his high office, it was decided to have 
one additional member- viz. the acting or the Vice 
President, to ensure maximum continuity and optimum 
functioning of the Association in its multiforious duties, 
responsibilities and obligations, it was called upon to 
perform, for and on behalf of its members in particular 
and the profession in general, with clock- like precision 
and split-second decisions, which sometimes, had to be as 
fast as the speed of electricity or light.

Since the very commencement of the activities of 
the Association, the moving spirits behind its 
establishment realised the necessity for :

1) Library Committee: Which was invested with the 
powers to purchase books, pertaining to electrical and 
technical matters and to subscribe to monthly journal of 
British Institution of Electrical Engineers, London;

ii) Publicity Committee: Which tried to propagate 
the aims and objects of the Association and to popularise 
its activities through the medium of newspaper 
advertisements;

iii) Social Committee: Which arranged frequent 
social, friendly, informal meetings amongst the members 
of the fraternity of this profession and those directly 
concerned with them:

iv) A Common Symbol: Around which to rally those 
engaged in the profession of electrical contracting trade;

In the early years, the Association was confronted 
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when we are in the midst of our Platinum Jubilee Year.

The membership-fees in those early years 
were Rs. 10/- per mensem- i.e Rs. 120/- per year- quite 
a substantial amount compared to the purchasing 
power of the Indian Rupee in those Mid-Twenties. 

But, subsequently, they were reduced to Rs. 5/-, then Rs. 
3/- and even to Rs. 2/- when financial depression and 
economic recession had hit all the countries, of the world 
in late Twenties and early Thirties.

Initially, the Association had in its Managing 
Committee of 14 members. When the first President, Shri 
Kaishusru Sorabji Guzder, after serving 4 consecutive 
terms, relinquished his high office, it was decided to have 
one additional member- viz. the acting or the Vice 
President, to ensure maximum continuity and optimum 
functioning of the Association in its multiforious duties, 
responsibilities and obligations, it was called upon to 
perform, for and on behalf of its members in particular 
and the profession in general, with clock- like precision 
and split-second decisions, which sometimes, had to be as 
fast as the speed of electricity or light.

Since the very commencement of the activities of 
the Association, the moving spirits behind its 
establishment realised the necessity for :

1) Library Committee: Which was invested with the 
powers to purchase books, pertaining to electrical and 
technical matters and to subscribe to monthly journal of 
British Institution of Electrical Engineers, London;

ii) Publicity Committee: Which tried to propagate 
the aims and objects of the Association and to popularise 
its activities through the medium of newspaper 
advertisements;

iii) Social Committee: Which arranged frequent 
social, friendly, informal meetings amongst the members 
of the fraternity of this profession and those directly 
concerned with them:

iv) A Common Symbol: Around which to rally those 
engaged in the profession of electrical contracting trade;

In the early years, the Association was confronted 
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with, tackling various problems of procedures and 
practices adopted by the Bombay Electric Supply & 
Tramways Company Limited. In 1928 the Association 
lodged a strong protest against the practice followed 
by the Supply Company in displaying notices on its 
Notice Board, giving a list of "Wiring Contractors', 
whose workmanship was found to be defective, 
under the plea that as the Association put it, would 
"untie, and undo the bond of present relations 
among the contractors and the consumers'. The 
Association had no objection if such a list was given 
on the Supply Company's leaflet, "High Grade 
Workmanship', which was being mailed to all 
consumers.

The second problem concerned, was the 
practice followed by the Supply Company which 
required an electrical or wiring contractor to record 
his specimen signature before the officer(s) of the 
Company. This entailed a lot of inconvenience to 
those engaged in this profession. The Association 
suggested that the B.E.S.& T. Co. Ltd., should follow 
the same practice about the specimen signature, as 
followed by the Banks and other institutions, which 
could be obtained on a card, specially prepared for 
the purpose.

The Association also made representations to 
Elec. Engineer to the Government on a number of 
issues which directly or indirectly affected the 
interests of the elec. contractors, wiremen etc.

There was also a case in which the Association 
made representations to the Tariff Board, which then 
had its office

in Calcutta, concerning a certain company 
which proposed to enter as a manufacturer of cables 
in India. The Association represented, that since the 
company had "No Indian Capital", "No Indian Board 
of Directors' and, hence, it was 'Not a national 
Industry. This was in 1931, when national movement 
had taken firm roots in the minds of the people of 
India. So even when these early Indian contractors 
brushed shoulders with Englishmen those days, that 
did not preclude them from taking decisions, which 
were truly national to the core of their heart. This is 

not to say that our Association was parochial and 
chauvinistic in its nationalism. It underlines the credit of 
our Association, that many Europeans served on its 
various Committees from its very early years & as many 
as 3, became its Presidents, i.e., Mr. George Charles 
(1941-1942), Mr. Sidney Thomas Eburne (1943-1944) 
and Mr. James Mayman (1945-1946), although Mr. 
George Charles preferred to be styled as an Anglo-Indian. 
That is a measure of our catholicity and tolerance.

Our Association, even now, is following the same 
pattern that was set by the pioneers of our Association, in 
the formative years of our existence..

Apart from giving glorious vignettes of the early 
years of our Association, it would be next to impossible to 
go deep into the detailed history of the Association.

It would, therefore, be beneficial and profitable to 
dwell on the highlights of the history of the Association in 
subsequent years.

HIGHLIGHTS:
1925: The very first ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

ASSOCIATION was formed on Saturday, January 10th 
1925, as a result of a notification issued by the Govt. of 
Bombay, registering Electrical Contractors and wiremen, 
through the existence of Licensing Board in 1924.

1937: Our Association was registered under the 
Indian Companies Act, 1913, and the names of members 
of the Managing Committee, were filed with the 
Registrar of Companies on October 1st, 1937.

1938: The Association was represented on State 
Government's Electrical Licensing Board.

1947: On 7th August, 1947 just a week before 
India attained its independence, Bombay Muni. 
Corporation, municipalised the Bombay Electric Supply & 
Tramways Company Ltd., and named it as the Bombay 
Electric & Transport Undertaking, which is one of the 
most major electric distributing undertakings in India. 

1950: 10th January 1950 marked the Silver Jubilee 
of the Association when, at a Gola Entertainment 
Function, the Late Dr.. Jivraj N. Mehta, the then Minister 
of Public Works Government of Bombay, complemented 
the members in most glowing terms, by his lofty words, 
But for the efficient services rendered by the electrical 
contractors, the big City of Bombay would not have been 
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what it is today. These words have much validity today, 
at the time of our Platinum Jubilee.

In September, 1950, the Association launched 
its own publication titled "Indian Electrical Contractor 
& Trader' which bears the sub-title of "Official Organ 
of E.C.A.M and which is still being very ably and 
efficiently published by the present publishers, 
namely, Campaign Masters, through their partners 
Shri Satish Sinnarkar and Shri Vijay Singh.

1952: At the time of Municipalisation of the B.E 
S. T., the City had D.C. system with a very heavy load. In 
1952-1953, efforts were initiated to convert D. C. into 
A. C. system. In 1947 there were as many as 25,000 
consumers dependent on D. C. system, but in 1971-
1972 there were just 17. Progressively the number has 
fallen, and as on to-day there is no D. C. Consumer in 
B.E.S.T. area of Supply.

1953: On December 20th, 1953, the then 
Mayor of Bombay, Shri C. N. Desai, handed over to 
members of the Association a certificate, recording 
their membership of the Association. This was the first 
time that the members received a Membership 
Certificate in its 28 years' history. The most important 
aspect of the certificate was the incorporation of the 
CODE OF CONDUCT, in the certificate itself, which 
members were called upon to subscribe, adhere and 
to endorse. The origin and genesis of the Code of 
Conduct was directly related to the speech which the 
late Dr. Jivraj Mehta had delivered at our Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations about 3 years earlier, underlining and 
emphasising the need for ethical practice in the 
profession.

1954: Bombay Electricity Board came into 
existence, which later in 1960 became Maharashtra 
State Electricity Board in 1960.

1955: The Association sponsored a tour to 
United Kingdom and Europe, which enabled the 
participants to make an on-the-spot study of the 
latest trends, modern practices and procedures 
adopted in those advanced countries operating on 
scientific basis and stand to benefit from this 
excursion by enhancing their own level of physical and 
mental skills, essential for effective execution of any 

electrical installation.
1956: Our Association, in collaboration with the 

Illumination Engineering Society of India and the Indian
Inst i tute  of  Arch i tects ,  sponsored  an  

ILLUMINATION CONTEST- the first of its kind in India, 
which was designed to suitably accord recognition to 
licensed electrical contractors, both members and non- 
members, who executed illumination jobs, to coincide 
with the Republic Day on 26th January. In the initial 
stages, medals and certificates were given. In 1960, the 
then President of the Association, the Late Shri Jack 
Shellim, presented the Association with a Shield, which 
was Awarded for the first time in 1960 to the licensed 
electrical contractor, whose illumination was adjudged 
the best from amongst those competing for this 
illumination Contest.

1958: On 20th April, 1958, at our Annual Dinner, 
Shri U. N. Mahida, the then Chairman of Bombay State 
Electricity Board, presented a Booklet entitled, 
"STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATION WORKS", to each and every member of the 
Association. This was a commendable achievement on 
the part of the Association, since it was a pioneering 
attempt in this field, which, in 1963, formed the 
background on which the Indian Standards Institution 
issued its Specification No. 732.

1959: 1st May, 1960, marked the bifurcation of the 
then Bombay State, into Gujarat and Maharashtra, with 
the consequence, that the Association had to close its 
Gujarat Centre in Ahmedabad, which was started in 1953.

1966: After a prolonged litigation that lasted for 
over 5 years, initially at the Bombay High Court and 
subsequently at the Supreme Court, the latter decided 
the case favourably which enabled the Association to 
obtain exemption for the licensed electrical contractors, 
from the purview of the Sales Tax Act.

1967 The Association formulated STANDARD 
CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT (Applicable to installation 
Contracts), to enable the Members to tender and 
compete for contracts on honourable healthy lines.

1972 In November 1972, our Association adopted 
a New Constitution, and assumed the name of 
"ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF M










































































































































































