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.f;om The Desk of General Secretary...

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO
ONE & ALL...

Z »
VAHARASHTRA

ESTD - 1925
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Hi,

Let's make a resolve that we will make this year so big so big we will
surpass all expectations...

| am also deeply in gratitude towards all of you for giving me opportunity to
serve ECAM as General Secretary.

| tried my level best to take ECAM to new heights..

Adding new dimensions to the way we work & serve our fraternity...

We have faced many challenges in last three years. We have to face Covid
Pandemic almost for two years. But we came through it. World learn to operate
online, that is the biggest take away for all of us. We had issues with MSEDCL,
Adani, BEST & PWD.

Our case against combine tender is pending in supreme court. We have
successfully resolved issue of Test report with Adani. With BEST our fight is still
on for acceptance of test report. MSEDCL has given approval to new cost data,
this will help maximum of our members who are working with MSEDCL.

We are also renovated our head office. We are entering in our centenary
year in 2024. It will add new energy & zest.

As | will be completing my term in January 2023, | BOW in Gratitude to all
of you for supporting me & allowing me to work in the position of General
Secretary in this esteemed Association.

Wishing coming Board most & more for taking ECAM to new heights...

Once again HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ONE & ALL...

Milind Naik

General Secretary...

()

Milind Naik
General Secretary
Electrical Contractors Association of Maharashtra







f;om The Editor’s Desk

Despite just having a nice
selling brand, the easiest way to
increase your brand value is
having an organization website,
where your company’s brand gets
to be viewed across the internet,
by a wider target audience.

A website will carry key
organizational information in
different web pages ranging from
About the company, Services,
Clients you have worked with, to
the Contact information on how
to reach your company.

Today, mobile internet users
account for over 90% on a daily
basis. Interestingly enough,
mobile internet users averagely
spend 2 hours and 25 minutes
surfing over different internet
sites.

The organization moves
ahead with the web development
process to its end with much
more services aiming to heighten
the organization’s goals. The
benefits of a website can be
described as follows.

Cheaper and Flexible : The
statistics have proven the internet
to be the most profitable
advertising platform, extremely
different from print advertising.
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Importance of
a website

On a website, advertising is cheap, your advert is able to last longer
as you want, and also you are able to customize the content yourself
without anyone doing it for you.

Other advertising forms are essential in enticing people to visit your
website, to find out about your organization as the connection is evolving
from 2D and beyond.

Market expansion : The World Wide Web has enabled fast seamless
communication globally. Once you get a website, your organization will
most definitely break through the geographical barriers making it visible
all over the world, accessible virtually by a potential client who has the
internet.

In the context of revenue streams, the organizational website not
only displays the company's portfolio and the services that are offered.
But fortunately enough it will increase the organization’s revenue. Where
an online user wants to get a piece of information regarding a business
using your services i.e., catering for a company dealing with events
management, electrical appliances to feature in your directory. With
increased online traffic in the website, will definitely grant you a price
through Google ads. Normally, some organizations' working hours end at
17:00 hrs. but with a website, you are able to reach out to your client
who is online past the closing time. The website works 24/7.

Web experts also have a way of inserting Chat features on the
website well automated to interact with potential customers on the
internet, the website will as well convert the online user to a legitimate
lead.

A website automates your consultation services to be aired virtually
depending on your organization’s objectives. The internet has made it
convenient for potential consumers to place their orders via the website
and get their products delivered to them. Consumers are as well in a
position to give their positive testimonials online concerning the services
offered, thus increasing more leads who are pleased with such
testimonials.

A client is always right, he/she is subject to quality customer services
as per your agreement. Websites have a way to interact with the users
creating incredible user experiences. Such interactions like blog posts,
Social Media Feeds, etc. give your visitors the craving to always visit your
site. In this context, your organization is able to track their performances
for a certain period of time. Experts developing the websites have a way
to add Google analytics to your website making it track records of
performance. Your organization will definitely make decisions depending

@
on the sales performance whether high or low. ".

Satish Sinnarkar gditor wcr
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Renewable energy sector to boom with likely
investments of over USD 25 billion in 2023

Not just imports but a shift to renewables is
also seen as a way to cut carbon footprint and meet
net-zero targets. And so the government in 2022
aggressively pushed for the adoption of electric
vehicles, the production of green hydrogen,
manufacturing of solar equipment and energy

storage in pursuit of its ambitious 500 GW renewable

capacity target by 2030.
New Delhi: With an oil price shock threatening

to derail economies globally, the focus has shifted to

renewable energy with over USD 25 billion or Rs 2
lakh crore investment planned in India for using
sunlight, water and air to produce energy.

Oil and gas prices shooting through the roof in

2022 in the aftermath of Russia's war in Ukraine sent
governments in import-dependent nations like India

scrambling for options.

Not just imports but a shift to renewables is
also seen as a way to cut carbon footprint and meet
net-zero targets. And so the government in 2022
aggressively pushed for the adoption of electric

vehicles, the production of green hydrogen,
manufacturing of solar equipment and energy storage in
pursuit of its ambitious 500 GW renewable capacity
target by 2030

India would have to add at least 25GW of
renewable energy capacity per annum for eight years
continuously to achieve the 500 GW target by 2030. At
present, India has around 173GW of non-fossil fuel
based clean energy capacity which includes about
62GW of solar, 42GW of wind energy, 10GW of biomass
power, about five GW of small hydro, 47 GW of large
hydro and seven GW of nuclear power capacity. Talking
to PTI, Union power and new & renewable energy
minister R K Singh stated that the investment in the
renewable energy sector could be around USD 25 billion
in 2023. Elaborating further he said, "We have to
achieve a 500 GW target (of clean energy by 2030).
Currently, we have a capacity of 173 GW (including large
hydro and nuclear power). Capacity under construction
is around 80 GW. It takes it to 250 GW. So we have to do
another 200 GW by 2030." :.

Business consultant Ram Charan joins the Advisory
board of Ratan Tata-backed Repos Energy

Rooftop solar installations fall due to supply
chain disruptions, other reasons: MNRE Minister
At 1.09 GW, the installation was over 4 per

cent lower compared to 1.14 GW in the nine-month

period of 2021, according to the data shared by

Minister for New and Renewable Energy R K Singh in

Lok Sabha.

The rooftop solar capacity installations fell to

1.09 gigawatt during January-September 2022 due
to reasons like supply chain disruption in solar

modules and delay in tenders by state implementing

agencies, Parliament was informed Thursday. At
1.09 GW, the installation was over 4 per cent lower
compared to 1.14 GW in the nine-month period of
2021, according to the data shared by Minister for
New and Renewable Energy R K Singh in Lok Sabha.

"The reduction in rooftop solar capacity
installation during 2022 compared to installations
during 2021 as mentioned above is due to various
factors including present supply chain disruption in
solar modules, delay in tenders by state
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implementing agencies

under Rooftop Solar
Programme Ph-II, delays

in approvals and

installation of net-meters

by DISCOM:s, etc," Singh

said in a written reply to a
question. The minister
further said that his

ministry has taken several
steps to enhance rooftop
solar installations in the
country, which include
following up with states/discoms to expedite approvals
and installation of net-meters.

Other steps are simplification of procedure for
installation of rooftop solar in the residential sector
under Rooftop Solar Programme Ph-Il, and launch of the
national portal in July 2022 to simplify the procedure for
installation, among others.
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Flipkart commits to 100 per cent renewable

electricity by 2030

The Flipkart Group plans to achieve this target by
adopting Rooftop Solar power, Open Access, and evolving
market instruments.

New Delhi: E-commerce marketplace Flipkart
announced it has committed to sourcing 100 per cent of
its electricity needs from renewable energy sources for its
entire operations by 2030. "In line with its Net Zero
commitments of reducing the Scope 1 and 2 climate
change impacts by 2030, this move from Flipkart builds on
strong existing action, with the company already meeting
14 per cent of its electricity requirements from renewable

sources against the baseline consumption of 2021," the
company said in a statement.

The Flipkart Group plans to achieve this target by adopting
Rooftop Solar power, Open Access, and evolving market
instruments. "Being the first Indian e-commerce group to
commit to 100% renewable electricity by 2030 and to join
RE100, Flipkart looks forward to working in collaboration with
this global cohort of influential companies, led by Climate
Group," Chief Corporate Affairs Officer Rajneesh Kumar said.
He added that for the Flipkart Group, it has been a priority to
integrate sustainable practices across operations. .:.

Congratulations - RR Kabel

We are happy to share that Mr. Dinesh Aggarwal
joins RR Kabel as the CEO with effect from 16th
December 2022. He will be responsible for leading the
Domestic business of Wires and Cables and the FMEG
vertical. With an industry experience of 18 years,
Dinesh is an expert in P&L Leadership, Sales,
Marketing, Finance, HR, IT, Legal, Corporate Affairs
and Supply Chain roles. Dinesh has been instrumental
in leading the transformation and growth agenda in
his previous roles. We welcome Dinesh to the RR
Kabel family.

éaumm&m'an¢ True Power!
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cMD

Mr. Rajesh
Tiwari closed a
50 Crore Deal
at Investor
Summit,
Barabanki,
Uttar Pradesh
on 19th Dec
2022. He also
committed to
employing 100
more people
and setting up
a new World-
Class Plant

soon.







Interview

Overall, how do you see a growth in the sheer
number of exhibitors in ELECRAMA 2023?

Yes, last time, which is ELECRAMA 2020, we had
around 1,300 exhibitors. For the upcoming 15"
Edition, ELECRAMA 2023, we are expecting well over
1,500 exhibitors.

How do you gauge the RBSM phenomenonin the
upcoming ELECRAMA?

The Reverse Buyer Seller Meet (RBSM) has
generally been very successful. Till the last edition
(ELECRAMA 2020), Central government support was
limited to developing countries, and developed
countries such as the USA, European nations, etc were
notincluded.

However, this time we will have buyers from all
over the globe. In this RBSM, we are expecting over
700 buyers from across the globe — South East Asia,
Africa, Latin America, North America, Europe, etc.

We will now be in a position to cover the whole
world!

Can you please share details of your new
initiative known as Start Up Challenge?

IEEMA Start-up Challenge is a platform for some
of the most promising ones to showcase their
innovations at ELECRAMA 2023. While only the top
10-12 will get a chance to showcase at ELECRAMA, we
will enable you to have a look at all the participating
ones too. Do leverage this opportunity and provide a
platform for these start-ups to pilot/scale-up their
ideas at your plants and perhaps invest in relevant
onesto helpthemscale

How is IEEMA faring with respect to extending
the popularity of ELECRAMA?

We have always done domestic road shows to
spread the message of ELECRAMA. However, this
time, we not just targeting the larger cities but also
smaller cities and towns that have industrial clusters
relating to electrical equipment. We are doing road
shows in such places even if there are just about 500
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“After 10 years, ELECRAMA
should be four to five times
bigger.” - Mr JK Agarwal,

Chairman, ELECRAMA 2023

industrial unitsin the cluster.

We want that IEEMA and ELECRAMA should be
known to all connected to the electrical equipment and
allied industries.

Are there countries that would be participating in
ELECRAMA for the first time?

As far as | can recall, US, Canada, Portugal, are some
of the countries, which if they set up a country pavilion at
ELECRAMA 2023, it would be their first time.

How is ELECRAMA becoming a platform for
budding engineers and technology startups?

Like it has always been, this edition of ELECRAMA
will also feature an Innovation Hub. This will be
supported by Fraunhofer Society, Germany. We are also
in talks with the Ministry of Commerce whereby grants
could be given to startups to finance up to 95 per cent of
the expenses incurred in showcasing their innovations.
This tie-up with the ministry is still in progress. We are
very close to getting the deal finalized. Once this is done,
you can expect a lot of startups to participate in the
Innovation Hub of ELECRAMA 2023.

How is ELECRAMA 2023 tackling new and emerging
areas like energy storage, renewable energy, etc?

ELECRAMA 2023 will have a co-located event
“eTECH nxt” that will be addressing only emerging areas
like e-mobility, energy storage systems, etc. This will be a
specific sub-event, within ELECRAMA 2023, focusing
only on emerging areas. In fact, the brochure of this
event was launched at the IEEMA Annual Convention.

What is your broad vision for this mega event?

My personal vision as Chairman, ELECRAMA 2023 is
that wherever we are today, after 10 years, ELECRAMA
should be four to five times bigger. It should be like the
Canton Fair, for electricity, at the global level. If you need
anything in electrical or electricity under one roof,
ELECRAMA is the place. That is the vision that | have. And
as | have been saying, with ELECRAMA, it only gets bigger
and better!

®
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99" Year of

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS' ASSOCIATION
OF MAHARASHTRA (ECAM)

The ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS' ASSOCIATION OF MAHARASHTRA, MUMBAI, has
carved a niche for itself, in the annals of Electrical Contracting fraternity, by virtue of
which, it has rightfully established its claim to be the foremost, perpetually reputed and
the only one of its kind of PIONEERING ASSOCIATION in the whole of India. E.C.A.M.
now triumphantly marches into its centenary YEAR in January, 2024.

The advent of electricity, at the beginning of
last millennium, has revolutionised the lives of
mankind. The harnessing of Electrical Power and
its widespread utilisation in all the spheres of
endeavour and enterprise, has resulted in a
phenominal impact upon both, rural and urban
lifestyles, in a manner beyond the wildest dreams
of humans, since the dawn of civilisation.

Electricity has become such an integral and
indispensable feature in all facets of life, that even
the mere thought of life without electricity is an
anathema on the human race. It has also become
the most vital infrastructure all over the world,
upon which, is built the edifice of universal growth
and development. Any increase in the installed
generating capacity in the country, has a profound
bearing upon the GNP of the country, since, the
very commencement of work associated with this
increase, sets into motion, a complex chain of
events, which both, directly and indirectly
contribute to the progress and prosperity of the
nation. In fact,the percapita consumption of
electricity, has become an index for gauging the
economic well-being and development of any
society.

The advantages of electrification in the slums
in cities, has created such a striking imprint upon its
usage, that even the remotest of rural villages are
now being electrified, thereby bestowing upon
those, whom Rabindranath Tagore had referred to
as “the poorest, the lowest and the lost”, the

infinite benefits brought about by electricity.

In this laudable task of emancipating the down
trodden from darkness and misery with the help of
electricity, the fraternity of Licensed Electrical
Contractors continue to contribute significantly in
administering to the needs of all types of consumers
VIZ: domestic, commercial, industrial, agricultural,
public and utility services etc. Hence, the Licensed
Electrical Contractor, constitutes a vital live wire link
between the consumer and the chain comprising of
generation, transmission, distribution and utilisation of
electrical energy.

The Association has not only witnessed, but has
also participated in the advent of electricity, whereat it
was viewed as a luxury and being marketed
aggressively, whence it was freely available to the
vicissitudes over the years whereby it has become a
coveted and somewhat scarce commodity, enjoining
upon the Licensed Electrical Contractor to play a
leading and pragmatic role in the field of energy
conservation through the efficient utilisation of
electrical energy.

E.C.A.M. looks forward to providing greater skills
to its august members, whereby with the help of the
State-of-art technology, its members would continue to
provide exemplary services in the field of electrical
distribution and utilisation, in a most efficient and cost
effective manner, thereby furthering the cause of
energy conservation and rendering yeoman service to
humanity at large.
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99" Year of

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS' ASSOCIATION
OF MAHARASHTRA (ECAM)

GENESIS AND ORIGIN:

As our Chronicles tell us that Bombay had its
first electric light SWITCHED ON from 11th
September 1905, THROUGH a thermal electrical
power generating station at Wadi Bunder, which was
installed and commissioned by the Brush Electrical
Engineering Co. Ltd., who were the Agents in India
of the British Electric Traction Company, under “The
Bombay Electric Licence, 1905:"granted by the then
Government of Bombay under the Indian Electricity
Act,1903, on June 13th,1905. In those early days,
the number of electrical consumers were just 107 as
against millions now. The number of units then sold
were just 26.

On December 15th, 1905, the Bombay
Electric Supply & Tramways Co. Ltd., a joint stock
company incorporated in England, took over the
Assets of the above company, and thus became
responsible for Generation, Transmission,
Distribution and Supply of electric power in
Mumbai. The B.E.S.&T Co. Ltd., as it was then
known, was itself an offshoot of the Bombay
Tramways Co. Ltd., which was floated in New York,
and registered in Bombay in March 1873,and which
commenced a Tramway service in 1874, drawn by
Horses, to be later Electrified on May 7th, 1907, by
the B.E.S & T. Co. Ltd., its successor company.

Bombay however, was not the first to receive,
and benefit from the boon of Electricity. The credit
goes to Darjeeling, where the first hydro-electric
plant was commissioned in India on November 10th,
1897.

Three years later, Mysore followed suit,
harnessing waters of the River Cauvery and was
then the first in India, having the longest length of
Transmission of electrical energy, electrifying the
Kolar Gold Mines, some 90 miles away.

Bombay also joined the race in the
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development of massive hydro-electric potential of the
Western Ghats. Shri Jamshedji Tata, the wizard and
pioneer of industrial revolution in our country, had
foreseen and visualised its tremendous possibilities and
prospects in the later half of the 19th century. It was,
however, left to his sons, Sir Ratan Tata and Sir Dorab
Tata, to transform this cherished dream into a live and
throbbing reality.

It was then in 1906 the illustrious House of Tatas
launched into this line. The electricity commenced
flowing into the Parel Receiving Station, Bombay,
around, 1915 supplementing the power generated by B.
E.S. & T. Co. Ltd., at its thermal power house at Kussara
Road, where it had shifted in 1911, when it was found
that the space available at its first thermal power house
at Wadi Bunder was inadequate. The B.E.S.& T. Co. Ltd.,
not only had its own acilities for generation of power,
but also purchased power for supplying electricity in
Bombay. For exactly 19 years and 4 months the
programme of power generation continued. But, when
it was realised that it was cheaper to purchase power
from the TATAS, the B.E.S.T. permanently shut down its
power generation on 11th January 1925 and completely
switched over to receiving and supplying power to
Bombay City, from the house of TATAS.

What started as a trickle in 1905, when the first
generating station was set up in Bombay, reached a
respectable level of 1362 MW all over the country by
the day of Independence in 1947. This included about
500 MW of Hydro power. After Independence, the
central government started 5-year plans to develop and
expand the electrical infrastructure. During the next 5
years the capacity doubled to 2695 MW by 1955 and
thereafter the growth has been continuous. By March
1996, for which the accurate figures are available, the
installed capacity was 83,288 MW with annual
generation of 3,80,084 million units.

The systematic growth over the period can be
seen from the following data:







99" Year of

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS' ASSOCIATION
OF MAHARASHTRA (ECAM)

Year Capacity in MW Annual

Consumption in M.U.
1947 1362 4073
1955 2695 8592
1960- 61 4653 16937
1965-66 9027 32990
1973-74 16694 66689
1978-79 26680 102523
1984-85 42585 156859
1989-90 63636 245438
1994-95 81164 351020
1996-97 84912 394490
1998-99 90000 430000 (Est)
2021-22 407797 13,74,024

All India average; i.e. per capita electricity
consumption was around 81 Kwh in 1970-71. Over
the period of last 28 years this has increased to
about 430 Kwh. The usage of electricity in
Maharashtra has increased much more and matched
that of the country. The Genenration capacity
reached over 10,000 MW with annual energy
generation of 5,20,780 million Kwh in 1995-96. The
per capita consumption of electricity in Maharashtra
itself increased from a mere 153 Kwh in 1970-71, to
over 500 Kwh during 1994-95. The city of Mumbai,
where the electricity was first made available in
Maharashtra, has recorded per capita consumption
of 1061Kwh units. The corresponding figure for the
Greater Mumbai area is somewhat lower.

Even at this stage, the electricity
consumption in this region is far below international
averages. The State and the Central Governments
have planned quantum increase in additional
generation capacity during the forthcoming decade.
A substantial part of this may be achieved by
multinationals, who are setting up plants under the
IPP projects.

The peak demand and energy requirements,
as projected by CEA, for the next five years are as
under:
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Year Peak Demand Annual Consumption
In MW In M.U.

All India

1996-97 68373 405830

2001-02 95757 569650

2021-22 2,03,014 13,74,024

The generation capacity would naturally have to
be about 20% higher. The increase in the living
standard would similarly affect the Mumbai area.

At that time, Electrical wiring jobs, were the jobs
done by those early hopefuls, even though they did not
have any specialised nor theoretical knowledge and
practical training, had that robust commonsense,
exemplifying the saying : “EXPERIENCE IS A GREATER
TEACHER THAN EDUCATION” or “ PRACTICE IS BETTER
THAN PRECEPT”. With remarkable aptitude, ability and
adaptability, they picked up ample adequate
experience and expertise to launch this career, which
ultimately crystallised into a newly rewarding
profession of monetary benefits.

Such professions always acted as a veritable
magnet to all, with the usual consequence of a virtual
scramble for a limited number of jobs and consequent
cut-throat competition among those in line, giving rise
to unhealthy tendencies that manifest themselves,
resulting in a vicious circle of unmitigating and
unreediming mal-practices.

To set this matter right, as it were, the Licensing
Board came into existence in 1924. A notification was
issued by the then Government of Bombay, the
jurisdiction of which extended from Sind to Cutch in
the north and to the Deccan in the South, on
September 18th, 1924, declaring its intention to
register Electrical Contractors and Wiremen. Such a
registration, it was hoped, would help to regularise,
standardise, and improve the then existing conditions
in electrical contracting trade. The Licensing Board's
first meeting was held on December 19th, 1924.

This very idea, kindled a small spark at that time,
amongst those in the profession, which enthused a




remarkable foresight and vision, amongst some of
the prominent practicing Electrical Contractors of
the then Bombay city, leading them to close ranks
and issue a Public Appeal, through the medium of
Press, inviting all those engaged in the electrical
wiring and Contracting fraternity, to attend a
meeting at Muzafferabad Hall, Grant Road, Bombay,
on Saturday, 10th January, 1925.

The convenors of this meeting were the great
pathfinders and pioneers of the likes of :

1.Shri N. B. Desai of M/s Imperial Electric Trading
Co.,

2.Shri Ishwarlal Bhogilal Damania of M/s Damania
Electric & Engineering Works.

3.Shri Natverlal R. Khambhati of M/s Trinity
Electric Syndicate.

4.Shri B. Ram Hari of M/s Malik Electric Works.

5.Shri Khemchand Mody of M/s K. E. Mehta &
Company.

E.C.A.M. owes its birth to the foresight of these
pioneers. As has been recorded by Shri Natverlal R.
Khambhati, one of the Convenors of the meeting :

“The meeting was attended by members of the
Electrical Contracting Trade, as well as numerous
freelance wiremen working on small electric jobs.
Those were the days, when anybody who could
wield a pair of pliers and use a screw driver, became
a wiring contractor, but all those workers in the
electrical contracting trade, came together on the
issue raised by the Government, and decided to
unite and form themselves into a well-knit
Organisation, whose aim was to adopt Standards of
high business morality and skilled workmanship in
persuance of their Activities”.

The proceedings of this Historic Meeting, have
been recorded in our Minutes Book, which can
briefly be summarised as follows :

Shri K.S.Gazdar occupied the Chair. Shri
Natverlal R.Khambhati explained Rules framed by
the Government for Licensing of wiring Contractors
and wiremen, etc. ,Shri N. B. Desai explained Rules
for the ASSOCIATION OF WIRING
CONTRACTORS.(This was the nomenclature under
which our Association functioned in the initial
stages.)

The General Meeting concluded with a vote
of thanks to the chair.

Hence the first Founder Members of our
Association were as follows :

1. M/s. Imperial Electric & Trading Co...
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Shri N. B. Desai.

2. M/s. Trinity Electric Syndicate............
Shri Natverlal R.Khambhati

3. M/s. K. L. Mehta & COmpany ........cceeeuveeverennns
Shri Khemchand Mody.

4. M/s. Malik Electric WOrks ........cceeeveveevevrenenns
Shri B.Ram Hari.

5. M/s. Excelsior Electric Company................
Shri V.M.Thanawalla.

6. M/s. Eruchshaw & Company.........ccceeeeeervveerenennne.
Shri Eruchshaw.

7. M/s. C. Sunderlal & Company
8. M/s. Sunita & Company.
9. M/s. Eastern Electric Light & Power

Co.Ltd.uevvvreies e Shri K. S.Gazdar

10. M/s.Federal Electric Company
11. M/s.Industrial Electric Company.

After the conclusion of this historic general
meeting, the business of the formation of the working
committee commenced, in right earnest, with the
following results :-

1. Shri K. S.Gazdar was proposed to the Chair, since
he was tipped to assume charge as the First Founder
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99" Year of

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS' ASSOCIATION
OF MAHARASHTRA (ECAM)

President of the Association. 2. Shri N. B. Desai
became the First Founder Vice President. 3. Shri B.
Ram Hari became the First Founder Secretary. 4.
Shri Khemchand Modi became the First Founder
Treasurer.

The following Gentlemen were proposed as
members of the Working Committee of the
Association :-

1. Shri Natverlal R. Khambhati,

Shri Nowroji M. Adajania,
Shri R. M. Marshall,

Shri S. M. Pavri,

Shri A. U. Khilji,

Shri A. U. Bilihomiji,

7. Shri N. G. Tolat, Apart from four Office Bearers
mentioned above 5. M/s Payne & Co., became the
Solicitors of the Association ; 6. Bank of India were
proposed to act as our Association's Bankers ; 7.
Shri K. S. Gazdar was appointed as a Nominee of the
Association, to serve on the 8.Board of xaminers,
set up by the Government for the Year 1925; Shri P.
Moiz was proposed as the Auditor of the
Association for the Year 1925,

9. The Office of the Association was proposed to
be located at7-11,Petit Building, Elphinstone Circle,
Fort, Bombay.

10. ShriNatverlal R. Khambhati became the First
Founder Joint Secretary of the Association.

o vk wnN

Every Item of the proceedings of the above two
meetings were formally, officially and methodically
proposed, seconded and carried over unanimously
almost with the same pin point precision with which
we plan, design and execute our Electrical
Contracts. Thus the seeds that were sown in the
fertile soil of the Muzaffarabad Hall, Grant Road,
Bombay, germinated into a tender sapling at Petit
Building, Elphinstone Circle, bloomed at Alice
Building and blossomed at Canada Building, both at
Hornby road, flowered and fructified at New Stock
Exchange Building, Apollo Street, and developed
into a strong, sturdy and a luxurious tree, over the
next 75 years of its growth.

Initially, our Association operated under the name
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of THE ASSOCIATION OF WIRING CONTRACTORS.
Subsequently it adopted the nomenclature of "THE
ASSOCIATION OF ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS. Then it
came to be known as THE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION. Now it bears the name of ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS' ASSOCIATION OF MAHARASHTRA".

When our Association launched itself on a fruitful
course of affording safeguards to electrical contractors
and wiremen and for rendering service to the electrical
consumers in 1925, the population of Bombay City was
near about 15,00,000. In 1950, at the time of our Silver
Jubilee, it was approximately 29,00,000. In 1974-75, our
Golden Jubilee Year, it was 65,00,000. In 1984-85, on
our Diamond Jubilee Year, it was estimated to be about
80,00,000. As of today, it has been estimated around
1,50,00,000. The members of our Association have to
serve various types of consumers in this City, which is
reputed to be having the highest density of population
per square kilometer, in the entire world which is
indeed a world record in case of areas like Bhuleshwar.

Soon after the Association came into existence,
electrical contractors in various parts of the then
Bombay Presidency, felt it was necessary to enroll
themselves as our members in their own interest.

The earliest list of our Members that is available,
gives an inkling to the status of its membership, which
the Association commanded far and wide. The places
included: Ahmedabad, Ahmednagar, Amalner, Bhiwandi,
Bombay, Broach, Dharwar, Dohad, Dombivli, Godhra,
Hubli, Jalgaon, Nundarbar, Poona, Rajkot, Savda,
Sholapur, Sinar, Surat, Thane & Viramgam.

Since bifurcation of Bombay into the States of
Maharashtra and Gujarat, our Association closed its
Centre in

Ahmedabad, after May, 1960: Thereaffer, we
confined our activities purely to Maharashtra. Apart
from Maharashtra, we now also have members from
outside the State of Maharashtra..

Shri K. S. Gazdar was also appointed to the
Licensing Board by the then Government of Bombay,
apart from the Board of Examiners to conduct class |
and class Il wiremen's Examination. Both of these
appointments testified to the high esteem in which our
Association was held by the authorities.
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Need govt push in domestic solar
manufacturing, single act for green
hydrogen in 2023 : RE industry

n the new calendar year, the government

should enforce ALMM strictly and stop

imports from Free Trade Agreement
countries immediately, said Hitesh Doshi, chairman
and managing director, Waaree Group, a
Maharashtra-based solar panel manufacturer

New Delhi: The government should push

domestic manufacturing through incentives,
support local production of polysilicon and wafer,
and bring in a single powerful act for green
hydrogen in 2023, according to renewable energy
industry executives. “We present a case for a single
and more encompassing policy for green hydrogen
from the Central government. Rather than create
multiple piece meal policies and keep the sector

tariff barriers, said Ritu Lal, senior V-P and head -
institutional relations, Amplus Solar, a leading
distributed energy company in the commercial and
industrial (C&I) market. “We must also re-evaluate the
need for ALMM in the C&| market,” she added.
According to Srinivasan Viswanathan, CEO, Vibrant
Energy, a Telangana-based solar henry firm in the
open access market, the energy industry requires
support from the government in terms of basic
custom duty imposition and ALMM. “Need for
building a strong ancillary market that allows for
large-scale deployment of energy storage as it is key
for stabilising the grid, remove all open access charges
across the country for the sake of green hydrogen,
and integrate the domestic carbon market with a

guessing, the authorities would do well to
establish a single legislation. A single
powerful act holds the power to strengthen
the industry and make India export
competitive,” said Vish lyer, global chief
commercial officer, Jakson Green. He added
that the government should offer higher
allocation towards new green energy
transition areas in the upcoming Budget. In
the new calendar year, the government
should enforce ALMM strictly and stop
imports from Free Trade Agreement
countries immediately, said Hitesh Doshi,

chairman and managing director, Waaree
Group, a Maharashtra-based solar panel
manufacturer. “Huge support is required to
have our own polysilicon and wafer.
Modified Special Incentive Package Scheme
for solar manufacturing is needed as soon
as possible with a much higher budget and
with a target of 100,000 MW to develop
the entire value chain in the country,” he
added. The government must ensure that
the push for domestic manufacturing is
managed through incentives rather than
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global carbon market,” he added. Amplus' Lal said
that in the coming year, the company is looking to
offer differentiated clean energy solutions. “We will
be looking at storage-integrated projects for both
our existing customers as well as our new clients.
We are also keen on exploring distributed green
hydrogen solutions for our C&I customers,” she

said. Whereas, Jakson Green's lyer plans to continue
their company's expansion across India and select
international geographies as a solar, energy storage, and
renewable natural gas developer. He added that the
firm also plans to transform itself into a technology
player in the green hydrogen space, through their
planned gigafactory for manufacturing of electrolysers.

SC dismisses Tata Power's plea against Rs 7,000cr
transmission contract awarded to Adani

ata Power had questioned the

Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory

Commission's (MERC) decision to
award such a large infrastructure project
without following the process of tariff based
competitive bidding (TBCB) and by "excluding
other developers".

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
dismissed Tata Power's appeal against the
Maharashtra power regulator's decision to
award a ¥7,000-crore transmission contract on
a nomination basis to Adani Electricity in March
last year. Tata Power had questioned the
Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory
Commission's (MERC) decision to award such

a large infrastructure project without
following the process of tariff based
competitive bidding (TBCB) and by "excluding
other developers". The project is for a 1,000-
MW high-voltage direct current (HVDC) link
between the 400 KV Kudus and 220 KV Aarey
EHV stations. A bench, led by chief justice DY
Chandrachud, upheld the appellate tribunal's
February 18 order that ruled that MERC's
decision to choose the RTM (regulate tariff
mode) route under Section 62 of the Electricity
Act 2003 to award the contract cannot be
termed as "incorrect, perverse or
inappropriate". On whether a large
infrastructure project can be awarded on a
nomination basis under Section 62 by
departing from competitive bidding provided
under Section 63, the court said that the Act
provided sufficient flexibility to states to
regulate the intra-state transmission systems,
wherein the state commissions have the power
to determine and regulate tariff. Besides, the
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2003 Act or the policy framework, particularly
National Tariff Policy 2016 read with the
Maharashtra government's resolution (GR) of
January 4, 2019, did not make it binding upon
MERC to allot the HVDC project only through the
TBCB route and the decision was in line with
directions of empowered committee, the apex
court stated. "MERC and Aptel have arrived at
concurrent findings that the 1000MW HVDC Aarey-
Kudus project is an 'existing project' for the
purpose of the applicability of the GoM's GR 2019,"
the judgment said. "This court deciding a statutory
appeal cannot interfere with the concurrent
findings on a question of fact. Nonetheless, even
on an independent assessment of the facts, the
HVDC project is an existing project." Even if the
HVDC project were to be considered a 'new
project,' the MERC's decision cannot be challenged
as it is an independent body with statutory powers
to determine and regulate tariff, added the court.
The bench also asked the state regulatory
commissions to frame regulations under Section
181 of the Act for the determination of tariffs
within three months. Commissions having already
framed tariff regulations are supposed to amend
them to include provisions on the criteria for
choosing the modalities to determine the tariff. The
top court said the commissions shall "effectuate a
balance that would create a sustainable model of
electricity regulation in the states" which must be
in consonance with the objective of the Electricity
Act, which is to enhance investment of private
stakeholders so as to create a sustainable and
effective system of tariff determination that is cost
efficient so that such benefits percolate to end
consumers. Follow and connect with
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he government
should also
enforce and

implement the approved list
of module manufacturers
(ALMM) and introduce a
payment security
mechanism to cover the risk
of default by state utilities
and discoms, Gyanesh
Chaudhary, vice-chairman
and managing director of
Kolkata-based module
manufacturer, Vikram Solar,
told ETEnergyWorld in an
exclusive interview. Edited
excerpts:

India has accelerated
the transition to clean
energy with solar adoption.
As India's green energy
sector moves forward in
incredible strides, the
reforms undertaken in this
sector have paved the path
towards a clean energy
future. India's total installed
capacity from renewable
sources has doubled in the
past five years. Investment in
India's renewable energy
sector grew more than 125
per cent yearon-year to
touch a record $14.5 billion
in FY22

In 2021, India added a
record capacity of 10 GW in
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“Challenges such as
imports, lack of clarity in
policies, and delays in
disbursal of subsidies
remain for the solar sector"

Gyanesh Chaudhary, MD, Vikram Solar
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solar, showing 200 per cent growth from 2020 while
in 2022, India has already crossed 11 GW capacity
installation in the first nine months of the year.
Currently, India stands with over 60 GW of installed
solar capacity. The Production-Linked Incentive
scheme's tranche-Il support allocation, ALMM, and
basic customs duty on solar cells and modules
offered renewed focus on the Aatmanirbhar Bharat
scheme. While the announcement of a net-zero
emission target by 2070 and enhancing renewable
energy target to 500 GW by 2030 at COP26 gave the
industry a great leg up. Challenges like solar import,
lack of clarity in policies, unavailability of flexible
financing, delays in disbursal of subsidies remain.
What are you looking forward to in 2023? With over
60 GW of installed capacity, solar energy will
continue to play a dominant role in India's energy
mix. The new announcements like net-zero emission
target by 2070 and enhancing renewable energy
target to 500 GW by 2030 will open up new
opportunities and bring in more investment. The
schemes and initiatives like PLI, BCD, ALMM, and
focus on green hydrogen which will require 26-30
GW of solar capacity to produce one million tonnes
per year of green hydrogen. Thus, solar is going to
be the centrepiece of future energy

Besides policy impetuses such as mandate on
states to buy 25 per cent of energy from RE, the
government considering the removal of electronic
reverse auction for renewable energy projects,
amongst other augur well for the growth of the
renewable energy sector. It will enable resolution of
internal challenges and propel higher solar
adoption. The policy interventions should continue
to focus on eliminating the challenges such as
continued solar import, expensive raw material, hike
in shipping costs adding to module and overall
project cost, India rupee falling against US dollar
leading to exchange rate variations between bidding
and finalization of projects, lack of flexible financing
solutions, and a lack of tax exemptions and subsidy
availability for R&D. To sum it up, we can say that
although the challenges are there, the growth story
presents a compelling argument for domestic
manufacturers like us to focus on innovation and
capacity expansion. What are your key demands
from the government in 20237 The outlook for the
solar manufacturing sector both in the Indian and
global markets on the back of the government's
policy push, climate action commitments and
carbon-neutrality goals coupled with China+1
strategy to diversify supply lines offers immense
opportunity for indigenous solar PV module
manufacturing. India is expected to play a larger role
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in the global supply chain. To encourage domestic solar
manufacturers to build scale with quality and reduce
our import dependence, the government should
consider allowing clearance from Special Economic
Zones (SEZ) units to Domestic Tariff Areas (DTA) on a
duty forgone basis. Additionally, allowing conversion of
SEZ units into DTA and permitting them to continue
operating from the same infrastructure with enabling
policies.

Masterclass Business Transformation Strategy
Masterclass by Dr. Ram Charan & Dr. Marshall
Goldsmith 15 February 2023 @ 02:30 PM 3-Day
residential hands-on workshop by two legendary global
management gurus Register Now Limited seats
workshop News International Economy & Policy
Reports & Data Podcasts Webinars Infographics Ener
Renewable vikram solar solar renewable energy
interviews gyanesh chaudhary clean eneryg The Press
Note 3 (PN3) was introduced by government to curb
predatory takeovers of Indian companies by foreign
entities in the specifically amidst the pandemic, to
ensure that assets in sensitive sectors do not end up in
foreign hands, jeopardising national security. There is a
need to review PN3 to boost legitimate investments,
particularly from sources like pooled or green funds
which invest in the RE sector. It is important that
investments through such funds are exempted from the
purview of PN3. The Government may consider a
review of FDI under PN3 for the renewable energy
sector. Apart from this, the US government has
introduced the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) to
encourage and incentivise domestic manufacturing of
clean technologies. According to the IRA act, sale of
solar modules to related parties is prohibited, that is,
manufacturers cannot avail the IRA incentive if they use
the modules for selfconsumption i.e as a developer too.
The Indian government must consider including similar
aspects under the PLI scheme. Capital subsidy of 50 per
cent for setting up R&D and quality testing
infrastructure within the manufacturing unit and a
super deduction of 200 per cent for R&D expenses for
solar technology development should also be done. The
government should also enforce and implement ALMM,
bring in flexible financing solutions to finance projects,
include Price Variation Clause in solar tenders, and
introduce a payment security mechanism to cover the
risk of default by state utilities and discoms. The
government should also reduce solar project tender
cancellation and speed up the project awarding
process, avoid PPA renegotiation, invest in energy
storage, promote more decentralised renewable
energy, and unburden discoms and enforce green

energy purchase through them
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India's renewable energy subsidies more than
doubled in FY22: Report The subsidies for
renewable energy reached Rs 11,529 crore in
FY22, up from Rs 5,774 crore in FY21

renewable energy

more than doubled
in the financial year 2021-
22 (FY22), the first
increase since FY17,
driven by a 155 per cent
jump in the installation of
solar photovoltaic (PV),
according to a study
released on Tuesday. The
subsidies for renewable
energy reached Rs 11,529
crore in FY22, up from Rs
5,774 crore in FY21, said
the report titled 'Mapping India's Energy Policy

I ndia's subsidies for

2022: Tracking Government Support for Energy'
published by the International Institute for
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Sustainable Development. For EVs, the
subsidies in the same period jumped 160 per
cent from Rs 906 crore to a record-high Rs
2,358 crore.

It added that subsidies to renewables
peaked in FY17 at 41 per cent above FY22
levels of Rs 16,312 crore but fell in response to
policy uncertainty. The report, in FY 22,
identified 28 Central government policies
subsidising renewable energy, totalling Rs
11,529 crore. This included a one-time capital
infusion to the Indian Renewable Energy
Development Agency and the Solar Energy
Corporation of India amounting to Rs 2,500
crore to increase their operations in the
renewable sector. “Aligning government's
support with its climate targets will require
shifting support from fossil fuels to clean

energy, including developing a clear investment
plan and interim targets to reach its long-term
goal of net-zero by 2070,” said Swasti Raizada,
policy advisor at IISD. The report said that in FY22,
India still allocated four times more support to
fossil upport was nine times greater. While
subsidies for coal, fossil gas, and oil totalled Rs
60,316 crore in FY22, having fallen by 76 per cent
since FY14 in real terms. “Most notably, oil and gas
subsidies fell by 28 per cent to Rs 44,383 crore in
FY22 — but this does not include foregone
revenue from cuts in excise and VAT on diesel and
petrol,” it said.

Overall, India provided at least Rs 5 lakh crore
to support the energy sector in FY22, including
over Rs 2.2 lakh crore in the form of subsidies, the
report added.

MNRE says India has achieved 172 GW of power
capacity from nonfossil fuel sources

his includes 119.09 GW RE, 46.85 GW

Large Hydro and 6.78 GW Nuclear Power

capacity. This has a share of 42.26 per
cent of installed capacity in the country as on
31.10.2022.

New Delhi: The Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy is working towards achieving 500 GW of
installed electricity capacity from non-fossil sources
by 2030 and 172.72 GW of capacity from non-fossil
fuel sources has been installed in the country as on
31 October 2022, according to an official statement.
"This includes 119.09 GW RE, 46.85 GW Large Hydro
and 6.78 GW Nuclear Power capacity. This has a
share of 42.26 per cent of total installed generation
capacity in the country i.e. 408.71 GW as on
31.10.2022," the ministry said in a statement. A total
of 14.21 GW of Renewable Energy capacity was
added during the period from January to October
2022 as compared to a capacity of 11.9 GW added
during the period January to October 2021.

Also, in order to facilitate large scale grid-
connected solar power projects, a scheme for
“Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar
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Power Projects” is under implementation with a target
capacity of 40 GW capacity by March 2024. "As on 31-
10-2022, 56 Solar Parks have been sanctioned with a
cumulative capacity of 39.28 GW in 14 states. Solar
power projects of an aggregate capacity of over 10 GW
have already been commissioned in 17 parks," the
ministry said. A total capacity addition of 1761.28 MW
has been achieved during the period of January to
October 2022. Also, a strategy paper including business
models for offshore wind energy has been issued. This
provides roadmap for achieving 30 GW of offshore
wind energy target by 2030. "A concept note for VGF
scheme of Rs 14,283 crore for the initial 3 GW of
offshore wind energy projects has been sent to
Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, for 'in-
principle' approval. A trajectory to bid out offshore
wind energy blocks for 37 GW capacity till 2029-30 has
been issued," according to the statement.

The ministry also said the Draft Offshore Wind
Energy Lease Rules, 2022 have been finalized and sent
for legal vetting and the Draft contractual documents
for offshore wind energy projects have been finalized
and being circulated for stakeholders consultation. _e
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Mumbai's CSMIA airport sets up

EV fast charging stations

Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

International Airport (CSMIA) has installed six robust

DC fast electric vehicle (EV) charging stations at
Terminal 1 and 2.

The fast charging stations are available for
service and open as public charging stations for
passengers as well as guests visiting CSMIA. CSMIA
has commissioned the EV charging stations at P1 —
multi-level car parking (MLCP) at Terminal 1, P5 —
MLCP at Terminal 2, and
Airside of CSMIA. For
privately owned EVs,
commuters using the
facility of EV charging
station at CSMIA's MLCP,
would be billed only for
charging sessions. EV users
will be given a deduction
against the parking fees..:.

Indore
Municipal
Corporation to
raise Rs 2.50
billion by issuing
green bonds for
60 MW solar
power project

Indore Municipal
Corporation plans to list
green bonds in a public issue
to raise Rs 2.50 billion to
fund the establishment of a
60 MW solar power plant.

The power generated
by the solar plant will be used
for water extraction from
Narmada river in Jalud
village, neighbouring
Khargone district, and supply
ittoIndore.
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Congratulations
to the UPL

team!
UPL India Unit 2 was
conferred with the 1st
prize in the 'National
Energy Conservation
Award' bestowed by
the Honourable
President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu, on December 14,
2022, at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. The awards were
organised by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (under the
Ministry of Power, Government of India).
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OSH INDIA/ISEE ELEVATOR ESCALATOR
EXHIBITION - PROLITE PRODUCTS
ATTRACT CURIOSITY AND INTEREST

here are many types of signs like floor

plans, area maps, location information of

utilities, building directories, street signs,
and general directional signs. In massive and
complicated areas like multiplexes, shopping malls,
stadiums, airports, bus stations, subways etc. finding
the toilet, the ticket window, the cafeteria or the
medicine store can be a very frustrating and tiring
exercise. Senior citizens and people with disabilities
need hand holding guidance to move around in
these places and while wayfinding signs are a boon
for everyone, they can prove invaluable for them.

Prolite Autoglo Ltd. understood this and created
a comprehensive portfolio in wayfinding including
simple signs, photoluminescent signs as well as
lighting solutions for easy movement in such
locations. Conforming to various standards and
having the versatility to suit all situations and
locations Prolite's wayfinding range covers all kinds
of needs. 'Made to order' is another name for
Prolite whereby client-specific requirements are
also fulfilled by the company. Exclusive and focused
lighting and signage creations are USP's of the
company and over the years, the increasing
numbers of committed customers of Prolite stand
testimony of this.

Disaster Management and safety related bodies
and professionals are often frustrated by the lack of
awareness amongst common people about the
most basic protocols and rules governing the
subject. That is why exhibitions like OSH India are
needed and the robust response that the exhibition
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attracted was heartening. Prolite's stall at OSH India
was buzzing with activity and this in itself, was an
endorsement of the company's performance in recent
times.

ISEE, an exhibition showcasing Lift & Elevators held
at the same venue, NESCO on 1%, 2™ & 3" December
also saw great response at Prolite's stall there. The
company displayed its products directly related to
safety concerning Lifts, Elevators and Escalators and
more than 300 footfalls gladdened the hearts of the
attendants at the stall. Especially because the products
were supplementary to the main subject of the show.

Prolite had on display lift and elevator signages,
portable tower lights for maintenance and emergency
lights. For escalators specifically, Prolite displayed
signages and emergency lights for the ceiling. Besides
all that, the company also had on display one of the
sleekest Emergency lights meant for the lift cabin.
Prolite devised a product range to make the staircase a
safer option and a better one too. Staircase Nosing is an
all-purpose stair safety product which provides a finely
corrugated and serrated surface to avoid skidding and a
photoluminescent band to light up the steps in pitch
darkness. This nosing can cover the periphery of the
step end-to-end and give it a metal cover so that it
cannot break either at the edges or anywhere along the
periphery.

In darkness or poor light, the staircase will stand
illuminated all along, covering the length and breadth
of each step to outline the steps and allow easy
movement in zero visibility.

@
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Uttar Pradesh government targets investment of Rs. 400

billion in energy sector

Uttar Pradesh government has set an
investment target of Rs 400 billion in the energy
sector to expand the energy sources in the state in
light of the anticipated increase in electricity
consumption over the next five years due to the
establishment of industries.

The state's peak electricity demand is expected to

rise to 53,000 MW in 2028, from 26,000 MW in 2022.
Electricity demand will increase at a rate of 16 per cent
every year, which will be at the rate of 11 per cent in
best-in-class and 8 per cent in business-as-usual. At the
same time, the rate of electricity consumption is
predicted to be 23 per cent in the commercial and
industrial sectors and 14 per cent in the residential
sector. In this case, the industrial consumption in the
. . . -
year 2028 will be 98,000 million units. .‘!

Meralco seeks financing for nuclear energy feasibility study

in the Philippines

The Manila Electric Company (Meralco) is
seeking support from the Government of the United
States to finance a feasibility study for the
development of nuclear energy, primarily small
modular reactors (SMRs), in the Philippines.

In line with this, the utility company has applied
for a grant with the United States Trade and
Development Agency (USTDA). When compared to
conventional and large-scale nuclear facilities, SMRs

which have capacity between 50 MW to 300 MW, are
faster to build and can be installed in off-grid locations.
Considering this, these are a better option for the
Philippines instead of traditional nuclear power plants.
Additionally, negotiations are ongoing between the
Government of the Philippines and the US on a civil
nuclear cooperation agreement. The agreement will
allow the import of US-developed nuclear equipment
and material.

®.
»
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APAR Industries Limited -

Truly Make In India

APAR Industries Limited - Truly Make In India

APAR Industries Limited, India's largest
manufacturer of renewable cables and special
application cables has been serving Indian defence,
railways, government & utility companies with the
nation's most advanced cables for over one decade. By
participating at ELECRAMA 2023 APAR Industries
Limited recapitulates its goals to serve and empower
India by investing in new technologies and innovations
to make this world more energy efficient,
environmentally sustainable and a safer place, bringing
tomorrow's solutions today.

The company's cable facilities in Gujarat
(Khatalwada & Umbergaon), are well equipped with
advanced manufacturing and testing infrastructure
and are accredited with NABL, ISO 9001 and ISO 14001.
APAR is the largest manufacturer of e-beam cables in
India, with three e-beam accelerators (1.5 MeV, 2.5
MeV, 3 MeV). The facility holds all the necessary
certifications, including EN 50618, TUV 2pfg1990/5.12,
IEC62930:2017 & UL4703.

The company is proud to serve the nation and
support various Indian government initiatives
propelling growth and sustainability and the goal to
“Make In India.” Here is how APAR Industries is
powering every industry and every house in the
country toraise the Indian flag as a global leader.

Renewables sector:

As the largest supplier of specialised cables for
wind, solar and nuclear energy, APAR is supporting the
vision of the Indian government to expand India's
renewable energy installed capacity (the world's
largest expansion plan). With features like fire-
retardant, minimal transmission loss, and twice the life
expectancy, as compared to other cables available in
India. APAR solar cables can also sustain higher current
capacity and are anti-rodent, with the additional
product and services of PV Solar Harnesses which
provides a 10% cost reduction annually to solar farm
owners and EPCs in India. Most of these renewable
cables were previously not available in the country and
hadto beimported.

Defence sector:

APAR is a trusted partner, serving all major naval
shipyards and private shipyards. As a highly reputed
supplier, the company also caters to Indian defence,
developing and supplying specialised OFC cables,
tactical cables, and submarine & torpedo cables, to
name a few. This range of cables is specially developed
to support the Indian Army and Navy, strengthening
and safeguarding Indian borders and coasts.

Telecom Sector:

APAR is India's first and only end-to-end telecom
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solutions manufacturer supplying a complete range of
specialised copper and fibre cables. The company's
product range for the telecom sector includes fibre optic
cables, hybrid cables, LAN cables, copper cables & Optical
ground wire (OPGW) cables.

Railways, steel and mining:

APAR has pioneered work in the elastomer cable
segment in India through its wide range of elastomer
cables, catering to railway locomotives & coaches, steel
and mining industries. To cater to all of these industries,
the company has set up three electron beam (e-beam)
facilities in Khatalwada, Gujarat.

EV Sector:

APAR Industries has risen as the 1st Indian cable
manufacturer to enter the EV segment, geared up for
meeting global standards. After detailed studies in
cooperation with EV manufacturers, APAR has pioneered
expertise in designing, developing, manufacturing and
supplying specialised wiring and wiring harness solutions
forthe EVindustry.

Safeguarding every Indian house:

“APAR Anushakti” is the first house wire which brings
to every Indian consumer high-quality melt-resistant wires
which have 50+ years of life, powered by e-beam
technology. This product has become a trusted favourite
for electricians, retailers, contractors and builders across
the country.

Proudly hoisting India's flag globally:

Backed by extensive R&D and a strong research team,
the company has introduced a comprehensive range of
application-specific wires and cables in more than 100
countriesaround the globe.

APAR Industries has bagged the highest number of UL
approvals among any Indian cable company allowing it to
export massive volumes to the US market. Renowned for
its product quality and manufacturing capabilities, today
the company is committed to raising the India flag as a
trusted brand amongst major OEMs, utilities, power
generation, and transmission distribution companies
globally.

About APAR Industries Limited:

Founded in 1958, APAR Industries Limited is a
diversified billion-dollar conglomerate with a strong
presenceinover 140 countries.

As the largest aluminium and alloy conductor
manufacturer and the 3™ largest transformer oil
manufacturer, the company enjoys a leadership position in
the global markets. APAR also offers over 350 grades of
speciality oils, the largest range of speciality cables,
telecom solutions, lubricants, speciality automotive and

polymers. >
@
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Extemsion of empanelled agencies for Preventive
and Breakdwon Maintenance

ARAN
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Mumbai: Power bills may continue
to be 10-20 per cent higher till March;

MERC to take final call

Reasons cited to collect FAC beyond November are: cost of
power procurement remains high in recent months,
imported coal is expensive, and to cater to high demand due
to October heat and Diwali, power firms have signed short
term purchase agreements at costs as high as Rs 7.50 per unit.

he Fuel Adjustment Charge (FAC),

an additional levy of 10-20per cent

that you are paying in monthly
power bills between July and November, is
likely to continue for four subsequent months,
power industry sources have indicated. Around
50 lakh consumers in Mumbai and an additional
2.8 crore across the state may thus incur higher
electricity costs till March 2023.

An official from the Maharashtra Electricity
Regulatory Commission (MERC), requesting
anonymity, said the present order to levy FAC is
valid only till November. “A few power discoms
have petitioned us to allow recovery of more
FAC and this is being looked into,” he said,
adding that MERC will take a final call in a
month. The FAC allowed utility firms such as
BEST, Tata Power, Adani Electricity and MSEDCL
to charge 10-20per cent extra till November on
account of increase in coal prices in the
international market due to the Russia-Ukraine
war and the surge in purchase costs up to Rs 12
per unit at power exchanges in summer
months. Reasons cited to collect FAC beyond
November are: cost of power procurement
remains high in recent months, imported coal is
expensive, and to cater to high demand due to
October heat and Diwali, power firms have
signed short term purchase agreements at costs
as high as Rs 7.50 per unit

“Consumers should not panic,” said
MSEDCL managing director Vijay Singhal. “FAC

is a variable component in your bill, and there is
also the possibility of input costs and power
purchase prices reducing in near future, which
could lower the FAC drastically and reduce burden
on consumers. Since we procured imported coal
at higher costs, it increased power procurement
costs and therefore we levied this charge. MERC,
however, takes final call on whether to allow or
not allow FAC in electricity bills,” he pointed out.
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Responding to a query, Tata Power
spokesperson said: "During the increased
temperature days and in festive seasons, we
see a trend of rising power demand. For the
month of October when Diwali will be
celebrated, we tied up 75 MW of extra power
to meet our customers' requirements. We
don't see any major effect of this on FAC. Also,
there is sufficient quantity of power with long-
term tie-ups and we can meet high demand
when needed." An Adani Electricity official said
that consumers are safeguarded from rising
imported fuel prices and the company is
already procuring cheaper renewable energy.
Further the utility has also taken additional
measures to further reduce cost of power
supply, which will reduce FAC burden
significantly. Power expert Ashok Pendse said
power demand prior to the pandemic was
around 17,000 MW for MSEDCL, but it shot up
to a record 25,800 MW this summer. “We
struggled to have zero load shedding...to
manage such a power situation, we opted for
electricity which was then being sold at a mind-
boggling rate of Rs 20 per unit. The Central
Electricity Regulatory Commission capped this
price and issued directives that it cannot be
over Rs 12 per unit—which too was very high
for Maharashtra. All these factors have
increased purchase costs for discoms,” he said.
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As for power generators, they are citing coal
imports, taxes and rail freight as reasons for input
costs. “The MERC has allowed levy of FAC but this
is spread over a few months so that there is no
tariff shock to consumers — maximum hike being
20per cent,” Pendse said. Consumers are,
however, fuming over the 10per cent hikes. Said a
MSEDCL consumer from Bhandup, “The bills were
already high in summer and now there is a hike in
my bills by 15per cent —from Rs 2,900 in May to
Rs 3,400 now.” A consumer from Lokhandwala
complex in Andheri said the bill from Adani in
May had shown charges of Rs 940 and now this
has escalated to Rs 1,170, the hike being 12per
cent. BEST general manager Lokesh Chandra too
said the FAC hike permitted by MERC is likely to
be levied till early next year. A MSEDCL official
said the average hike was one rupee due to FAC,
and this was being collected in installments,
thereby reducing burden on consumers. In
MSEDCL areas, it was observed that the FAC
burden now was more on those whose power
consumption was 300-500 units and 500+ units
every month. Sources said the average hike in bills
was one rupee per unit, but for those above 300
units consumption, the FAC hike was over Rs 2 per
unit. The overall burden on state consumers was
an estimated Rs 1,000 crore, the sources added.

P
»




Gublished :MIC Cmpaion

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ | prnting

NTPC commissions 162.27 MW
solar capacity in Tamil Nadu

NTPC Limited has declared commercial

operations of the first part capacity of 162.27 MW
of the 230 MW Ettayapuram solar photovoltaic (PV)

project in Thoothukudi District, Tamil Nadu.

The remaining 67.73 MW of Ettayapuram

project is expected to be declared operational

within the next week. The engineering,
procurement, and construction contractor for the
project is Larsen and Toubro . The Ettayapuram
plant is spread over about 900 acres of land and
uses about 1.05 million solar panels, all of Indian
origin. Drone-based digital technologies were
extensively used during plant construction, for
surveillance and monitoring. The power is being
evacuated from the solar plant to Power Grid
Corporation of India Limited's Tuticorin-Il, gas
insulated switchgear (GIS) substation through a 19
km long, 230kV transmission line. Power from the
Ettayapuram solar plant is supplied to Telangana
discoms. With this, the standalone installed and

commercial capacity of NTPC has become 57,801.27
MW, while installed and commercial capacity of NTPC
group has become 70,416.27 MW.

@,
»
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LED BOLLARDS

Efficient and cost-effective LED bollards with
rotationally symmetrical illumination on ground
surfaces. The photometric design of these luminaires
is based on LED integrated with K-Lite's precision
reflector module. Consistent implementation of a
new technological developments combined with
the highest technical and structural quality have
resulted in these state of art luminaires. These
luminaires are characterised by their high luminous
efficiency, extremely long service life and the
uniform illuminance.

These luminaires are available in #100, $166 and
@200 with three different heights to suit the
installation site. Their sturdy construction makes
them especially suitable for areas where a high level
of robustness is required to ensure vandal proof
service.

Application : Suitable for Residential & Public
areas for llluminating Driveways, Pathways,
Flowerbeds, Entrances, Squares, Gardens and as well
as landscape architecture.

K-Lite Advantages - Powerful Design Powerful

light

® Extruded aluminium alloy housing through

homogenization for durability and thermal
management.
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K-LITE

® Stainless Steel hardware used for long life and for
easy maintenance.

® Silicon gasket used for IP ratings and conforming
to the safety and reliability requirements of the
products.

® UV stabilized, non yellowing polycarbonate
diffusers for better light transmission, vandal
resistant.

® Finished with 60 micron thick polyester based
powder coating for uniform deposition and
excellent finish.

® CREE / OSRAM / NICHIA make LEDs, which are
internationally recognized brands with higher
lumen output are used for better illumination and
longevity.

K-LITE INDUSTRIES

India's Lighting Company

D-10, Ambattur Industrial Estate,
Chennai — 600058

Tel : 044-26257710, 48581950,

Fax: 044-26257866

Mobile : 95000 79797, 95000 85511
E-mail : info@klite.in

Website : www.klite.in
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CIL issues orders for seven coal projects to be

developed by MDOs

Coal India Limited (CIL) has issued orders for
seven coal projects to be developed by mine

developer and operators (MDOs).

Of the seven projects, three belong to
CIL's subsidiary Central Coalfields Limited
(CCL) and two belong to Mahanadi
Coalfields Limited (MCL). Meanwhile,
South Eastern Coalfields Limited and
Eastern Coalfield Limited account for one
project each. CIL is set to invest Rs 206
billion in land acquisition, rehabilitation
and resettlement issues, and railway
sidings. It is tracking a total of 15 new coal
projects to mine coal through MDOs. The
MDOs will excavate, extract and deliver coal
to the companies as per the approved
mining plan. Ownership of the mines and
coal and the right to sell coal rests with CIL.

This engagement with MDOs via open global tenders
aims to augment domestic coal production and reduce
reliance onimports.

Geothermal energy powered
EVs launched in the Philippines

Energy Development Corporation
(EDC) has launched geothermal energy
powered electric vehicles (EV) in the
Philippines in an effort to decarbonise
its operations.

As a part of its long-term
sustainability goals, these EVs will be
rolled out across all EDC sites in the
Philippines. The first three EVs launched
have been developed in partnership
with Hong Equipment and Development
Corporation. These EVs will undergo a
six-month-long pilot test to assess the
need for additional units for the other
facilities. The company also plans to
launch two additional EVs in 2023.
Energy to power the EVs will be sourced
from EDC's Geo 24/7 facilities.
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IREDA inks Rs 44.45 billion loan agreement
with SJVN Green Energy for 1,000 MW
solar power project

Indian Renewable Energy Development
Agency Limited (IREDA) has signed a loan
agreement for Rs 44.45 billion with SJIVN Green
Energy Limited (SGEL), a subsidiary of SJVN
Limited, for development of a 1,000 MW solar
power project at Bikaner, Rajasthan.
SJVN has bagged the project through a tender
floated by IREDA under the central public sector
undertaking (CPSU) Phase-II (Tranche Ill) scheme
for development of grid connected solar photovoltaic (PV) power project through competitive bidding process
based on viability gap funding (VGF) support. The project will connect to 400/220 KV substation Bikaner-II. This
partnership will encourage green investment. Py
e

NTPC Limited set to raise Rs 5 billion via
issuance of non-convertible debentures

NTPC Limited is set to
raise Rs 5 billion through the
issuance of unsecured non-
convertible debentures (NCDs)
on private placement.

The NCDs will have a
coupon of 7.44 per cent per
annum, with a door-to-door
maturity of 10 years 3 months
30 days on April 15, 2033. The
proceeds from the transaction
will be used for inter alia,
funding capital expenditure,
refinancing existing loans, and
other general corporate
purposes. The NCDs will reportedly be listed on BSE. Debenture Trust Deed will be duly executed as per the
requirements of and within the period of time prescribed under the Companies Act and rules specified therein.
These debentures will be issued under the recommendation of the board resolution issued on July 29, 2022 and
subsequent approval obtained through the shareholders' resolution dated August 30, 2022. This is the first issue
of debentures under the above-mentioned approval. A
@
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